DNA, Ahmedabad
Now, make video
calls fr?nl:;our PCO!

DNA Correspondent anmeoanao
Your 3G connection for a video calling Is just a
corner away. For, the facility is now available at
affordable rates at your nearby PCO booth,

The Confederation of All India PCO Fran-
chisee Association expects the new technol-
ogy to give a new lease of life to more than
20 lakh people dependent on the STD/PCO
business in the country.

In the late 90s, the STD/PCO business
thrived due to limited mobile connectivity and
the long waiting list
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business, nay "Earlier in 1998,
PCO owners every STD/PCO owner

used to earn around
Rs1,000 per day but now the income is just
Rs100. But with 3G, things are likely to change
and business will prosper,” said Kasiraman,
president of Confederation of All India PCO

isee Association. 4

The STD/PCO owners will provxde video
calling facility at an affordable rate of Rs2
per minute.

Ahmedabad-based Sai lnfosystem Ltd (SIS)
has tied-up with BSNL for this venture. The fa-
cility will be launched in late August or early
September, said Sunil Kakkad, CMD of SIS. The
company expects a business of around
Rs1,000 crore with the introduction of this
technology.

There are more than 15.70 lakh STD/PCOs in
the country and SIS expects to provide this
new facility to around 10 lakh STD/PCOs with-
in a year, said Kakkad.

This new video calling facility will be help-
ful in the field of tele-medicine, tele-educa-
tion, and video help lines among others.
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